The effect of molecular structure in a series of merocyanines on the in vitro cytotoxicity for adenocarcinoma cells.
Preliminary results have shown that merocyanines were cytotoxic for human adenocarcinoma cells in vitro. We report the synthesis of a series of new merocyanines and the structure-effect relationship as cytotoxic agents on human adenocarcinoma cells in vitro. Some of these new derivatives were found very cytotoxic for tumor cells in vitro, whereas their systemic toxicity in vivo was very low.